[HIV infection in the penitentiaries of Ukraine].
In connection with a sharp increase of the number of HIV-infected persons in the Ukraine the natural growth of the number of such persons in penitentiary institutions was registered, starting from 1995 (455 persons in 1995, 2,937 persons in 1996, 2,779 persons in 1997 and 173 persons during 5 months of 1998). 83% of HIV infection persons were drug addicts introducing drugs intravenously. In 1997 the strategy of decreasing the risk of infection in penitentiary institutions was worked out in collaboration with UNAIDS experts: repressive and isolation measures were replaced with measures aimed at the "decrease of harm". Special attention is given to circumstances aggravating the epidemic situation in HIV infection, and particularly at the sharp growth of morbidity in tuberculosis and syphilis (10.6 and 10.3 times respectively in 1997 in comparison with 1993). In addition, in 1997 the number of person having drug addiction was noted to increase 2.3 times in comparison with 1993. The necessity of taking constant information and educational measures aimed at decreasing the risk of the spread of HIV infection is emphasized.